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THE MEDICINAL FORCES. 

An Essay presented to the Homeopathic 
Medical College, Philadelphia, March, 
1851. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Tue Creator, in giving existence to the va- 





rious bodies and atoms of matter that compose | 
our earth, imparted to them certain forces. | 
To those forces, that they should not work | 


discord and ruin, He imparted specific laws. 
Every movement or change, therefore, that 
has occurred in the material world, since the 
birth of being, has been an effect of those 
forces, acting in obedience to those laws.— 
Men, endowed with sense and reason have 


ever aspired to learn this economy and to trace | 
Heathen philoso- | 


these operations in nature. 
phers, impatient to solve the mysteries of cre- 


ation, formed hypotheses ; and on them sailed 
Ever | 


far beyond the sphere of sober facts. 
striving to reach the “ prima causa ;” to learn 
the essence of being and to scan the secret 
springs within the veil, they were only lost 
amid their own imaginings; and in the end 


By J. P. Daxe, A. B., M. D., of | 


came far short of apy practical knowledge of 

what they daily witnessed aroundthem. Nor 

were those eulightened by Revelation more 

successful. All, alike, struggled on through 

| life, ignorant and heedless of the force and 
| laws, operating ever the same, whether in the 
|earth, the air, or the sea. But when at 
| length men began their investigations at home, 
in their own sphere, by studying carefully the 
phenomena so long overlooked and despised by 
| speculative philosophers : when upon facts in- 
| stead of hypotheses they went on to the at- 
=| tainment of knowledge and discovery of truth, 
success began to reward their labors. It was 
not long before all terrestrial objects were 
’ | compared, classified and arranged in orders. 
| But the work of generalization among the 
| movements witnessed in those objects progress- 
| ed more slowly. To mark every change oc- 
curring in the relations and properties of mat- 
ter; to gather those changes into groups and 
thence rightly to trace the forces producing 
them, required a closeness of discrimination 
| possessed by few. But as the inductive age, 
advancing, opened wider the field of observa- 
tion and poured upon it a clearer light, even 
this great undertaking became successful. 


| As we now look forth upon the moving, 
changing world, we are not altogether at a 
ldss to account for what we see. In the 
falling body we at once recognize the 
|force of gravitation. In the vivid flash 
and hoarse thunder of the sky, we learn 
the presence of electricity. In the towering 
edifice and vast machine, we behold evidence of 
| the mechanical forces: while in the atomic 
structure and changes we trace the chemical. 
Or, looking again within us, we recognize the 
vital forces which according as they act in one 
or another organ or apparatus of the body we 
term, Vis nervosa, Vis muscularis, et cetera. 
Bat in the changes which we experience from 
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the use of medicinal agents, what class of 
forces do we recognize? If we say mechani- 
cal, the fool may philosophize as well as we.— 
If we say chemical, we greatly err ; for, av- 
cording to the Jaws of chemistry its forces 
must produce in the living only such effects as 
they do upon thedead. Every change, there- 
fore, experienced in the organism from the use 
of drugs, which does not follow their applica- 
tion to the lifeless corpse, must be referred to 
some other than a chemical cause. Or, if we 
say vital, we err ; for inorganic matter neither 
possesses vital energy, or is capable of pro- 
ducing it. Or, again, if we say dynamic, al- 
though we depart not from the truth, yet we 
employ an ambiguous, indefinite term; one 
variously used in works on Biology and Me- 
chanics. Thus we are, at last compeiled to 
the conclusion, that in accounting for the 
changes, physical and psychical, experienced 
in the use of drugs, we must look for causes 
not yet explained in Natural Philosophy, 
Chemistry or Physiology. Knowing what we 
do of such causes, perhaps we cannot better 
distinguish them, than by the general term 
Medicinal Forces. It is our purpose, now, 
briefly to consider the nature and operation of 


these newly classified forces ; and thence, to 
infer their proper use in the removal of dis- 
ease. 

They occur in all the three kingdoms of 
nature ; but have not been sought out and 
studied so much in the Animal as in the Mine- 


ral and Vegetable. Although unable to trace 
the invisible links connecting them with mat- 
ter, yet we know that they are attached to 
every homogeneous atom of their native 
homes; and so strongly attached as to defy 
all mechanical efforts at their alienation. 

We are well aware, in making this last 
statement, that men of learning and long ex- 
perience have entertained opposite views; 
believing that, by certain manipulations these, 
like the electrical forces, could be transferred 
to other and comparatively neutral substances. 
Had we no simpler mode of accounting for 
the medicinal phenomena, then such a theory 
would at least claim our attention: but so 
long as we are led by facts and the best of 
analogy we need not thus soon leap the 
bounds of the material world. 

To some the solution of a drug by means of 
water or alcohol seems to be a separation of 
its medicinal forces from their original dwell- 





ings ; whereas, in fact, it is but a separation 
from each other, of those very dwellings by 
intervening particles of fluid. ‘The pharma- 
ceutist may think himself able easily to dis 
prove our principle in his process of percola- 
tion : but let him not begin the attempt till 
he has duly considered the size of atoms and 
their readiness to pass through the pores of 
his finest septa. Even the chemist is unable 
to transfer these forces. When he succeeds 
in tearing them from their material atoms 
they at once and forever lose their identity 
and are no more obedient to their original 
laws. 


Since medicinal forces are thus incorporated 
with atoms of matter, it is evident that they 
can act only as those atoms are brought in 
contact with that which is to be acted upon. 
Hence we draw the practicc! conclusions, that 
the power of a drug is in proportion to the 
number of medicinal atoms it contains; and 
that the availability of that power is in pro- 
portion to the number of those atoms made 
superficial. To these we may add another, 
that since divisibility ad infinitum is a pro- 
perty of all matter, we must acknowledge 
the presence of medicinal power in the high- 
est possible attenuation of a drug, even though 
we are unable to detect it by any of our 
senses. Having thus glanced at our new 
class of forces in their passive, we will now 
consider them in their active state. While 
the mechanival and chemical operate in life- 
less, inorganic bodies, these act only in the 
living animal organism. When medicinal 
atoms are brought in contact with the nervous 
or circulatory system of man, their forces, ever 
hostile to those moving the nice machinery of 
life within, at once become belligerent.— 
Therefore according to their peculiar enmities 
seeking out those which officiate in one or 
another organ, or apparatus of the body, they 
make an attack. ‘The vital forces, being thus 
detained from the discharge of accustomed 
duties, organs are neglected, functions de- 
ranged, health impaired, and the man made 
sick. Here then, in the changes experienced 
by the healthy man, from the use of a medi- 
cinal substance, are manifest the operations of 
a medicinal force. 

Therefore, he who, traversing forest and 
field, marshy lowlands and mountain heights ; 
or he who delving deep down in the bowels 
of earth, to discover these forces and the laws 
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governing their action, need take with him as 


an experimenting apparatus, only sana mens 
in sano corpore. Should he invite the toxico- 
jogist and chemist to accompany him on his 
expedition, let them not suppose that it is 
because they are able to discover what he 
cannot ; but, because, having been spectators 
on former occasions, their remembrance of the 
facts discovered and their general knowledge 
may render their company agreeable, and at 
times their suggestions useful. 


that they did not first learn from the vital 


test? Thus furnished with crucible and 


proceeds to try the various substances before 
him. In the appearance of morbid changes 
consequent upon the use of a substance he 


while their disposition, power and duration 


of action, he learns respectively from the | 


nature, extent and continuance of those 
changes. 


know of the medicinal properties and powers 


of matter. Hence it is only by the collection 


monly bearing that noble title, composed as 


they are, for the most part, of unimportant | 
] 
facts or whimsical fancies, are a mere bur- | 


lesque upon science and a blind guide to all 
who follow them. To Hahnemann we are 
indebted for the first Materia Medica, com- 
posed of reliable and useful facts. 

His “* Materia Medica Pura” will ever 
stand in the scientific world, a monumeut to 


his genius, his learning, and his powers of un- 


tiring research: while around it as a nucleus, 


must ever gather all that is true and good in | 


Medicine. 

Having now before us the nature and mo- 
dus operandi of the mediciaal forces, it only 
remains to consider the rationale of disease, in 
order at once to discover their proper use in 
the healing art. 


of Providence, a multitude of forces, by men 
designated “ morbific causes.” ‘These, whe- 
ther entering the human organism through 
the mind, or through the contact of material 
atoms, seize upon the vital forces and hinder 


| mon prey. 
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much their usual operations. The disturbance 
thus begun, spreads through organs and func- 
tions, till disease is established and made 
manifest by various symptoms in the body or 
mind, or inboth. If the assailants are weak, 
the ** vis medicatrix nature” soon overcomes 
them and health is restored. But if they are 
too strong, the vital forces are held in their 
grasp, while disorder goes on spreading itself 


through the system. In this latter case it is 


that the Physician is called upon to exercise 
What know they of poisonous properties | 


his art. Coming to the bed-side of the inva- 


lid he must first determine what assistance is 


| needed. To attempt the restoration of order 
retort, far surpassing in excellence and value | 
any made by human ‘skill, the experimenter | 


through the vital domain while the forces of 
life are held in durance, would be vain and 
foolish. ‘Therefore to set free those forces is 
his only duty. ‘To accomplish this by direct 


| action upon the invading powers he cannot, 
discovers the presence of the medicina! forces: | 


since he has no forces antagonistic to them.— 
Those that he possesses in the Materia Medi- 
ca, being all Parnoceneric, are so near akin 
to the Morbific, that if they act at all, they 


| will only actin alliance with them. Remem- 
These experiments carefully tried by various | 
individuals, afford us all that we can ever | 


bering now the universal law of action and 
reaction, he at once discovers that if by any 
means he can impart a gentle but sudden 


| impulse to the vital forces, that will move them 
of facts thus discovered that a reliable Ma- | 
teria Medica can be formed. The works com- | 


yet a little farther from their natural state, 
their reaction will, overcome what their 
strength alone could not. 

He examines carefully the symptoms of the 
patient to ascertain the forces chiefly attacked 


| and the direction in which they are held from 


duty, and then turning to his Materia Medica, 
searches among the symptoms recorded there, 
till he finds a medicine known to act upon the 


same forces and in the same direction. With 


| a due regard now, on the one hand to the pa- 


thogenetic power of the agent and on the 
other to the diminished resistance of the vital 
forces, he graduates his dose. ' 

Upon the first contact of the atoms admin- 
istered, their forces simultaneously leap out 


| and rush with their kindred upon the com- 


But, their own power being com- 
pletely exhausted in the first onset they barely 


| move the vital forces a little farther from their 
There are, guided by the mysterious hand 


usual sphere, whence these latter, returning 


| with their natural strength, aided by an ac- 
| quired momentum, sweep away the invaders 


and reénter upon the full discharge of their. 
accustomed duties, restoring harmony and 
health throughout their entire domain. 
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To sum up this last part of our subject then, 
we remark in truth, and in honor to the illus- 
trious Hannemann that all medicines used in 
the cure of disease, must be selected and ap- 
plied in accordance with the great natural 
law “ similia similibus curantur.” 

Thus it appears that the Homeopathic art 
of healing is not one of transcendental origin ; 
or one so wrapt in “ spiritual” mysteries that 
the eye of common science may not scan 
its parts or trace its harmonious modes of 
action. 

Presenting this theory of the medicinal 
forces to those familiar with the facts and 
analogies upon which it is based, we have not 
deemed it necessary to fortify each position 
with a multitude of examples: nor, have we 
endeavored to disprove opposing theories, only 
so far as it is done in the plainest exhibition of 
the present. We must say, however, before 
writing the “finis,” that, it is our honest convic- 
tion that every year, more of the human family 
are sent to their “ long home,” by the misap- 
plication of drugs, than by war, intemperance 
and famine combined, 


ee 


HOM@OPATHY AND ITS OPPO- 
NENTS. 
(Continued from page 55.) 

Dr. Blatchford’s address resulted from the 
obligation imposed upon him as President of 
the Rensselaer County Medical Society.— 
* At the annual meeting closing the year of 
his election,” it became “ obligatory” on 
him “ to deliver a dissertation on some me- 
dical or scientific subject.” The doctor had 
to perform a “ duty” which we presume he 
would rather have the execution of than any- 
body else, so “ he concluded to introduce” to 
the notice of the society “ some few features” 
of Homeopathy. His choice was a happy 
one for him and his colleagues, for, as neither 
the orator or his audience knew anything of 
the subject, the opportunity was a fit one for 
adisplay of that “ pretension to knowledge 
riot possessed,” justly given by Webster as 
the definition of Quackery. If there even 
was a display of “learned lumber,” a mass 
of words “‘ signifying nothing,’ we have it 
in this address, “stale, flat, and unprofitable.” 

Its introduction into the State Society's 
Transactions for the present year, and the 
space it occupies there (over seventy pages), 





are very significant of the utter imbecility of 
the society itself, and its uselessness for the 
accomplishment of any good to its members 
or te the community. What Dr. Blatchford’s 
intentions were, we have no means of forming 
a judgment beyond the evidence embodied in 
his language. That diffidence and humility, 
so generally the offspring of true knowledge 
and clear discernment, and so inconsistent 
with self-conceit, forms no part of his address, 
for it is wholly deficient in that candor so 
open to conviction, and ready to acknowledge 
and reetify mistakes, Educated in the faith 
of systems, medicine has but little chance for 
improvement from him. It might be supposed 
that ap enlarged experience, and the mature 
exercise of the understanding would remove 
his prejudices. But a little acquaintance with 
mankind shows, that early and strong impres- 
sions are with the greatest difficulty erased. 
Every circumstance that tends to confirm 
them, is readily attended to, while every one 
that tends to weaken them, is overlooked or 
ingeniously explained away; so that time 
most frequently but serves to confirm our 
errors. 


No poorer compliment could have been 
paid to the intelligence and judgment of his 
auditors, than is exhibited in every page of 
Dr. Blatehford’s dissertation, yet we may be 
mistaken in supposing them any better in- 
formed than him, or more willing to hear the 
truth, than he was to speak it. “ When the 
mind once takes leave of common sense, it is 
impossible to say where it will land.” Cer- 
tainly, it may be in the wilderness of theught 
arising from the “ baseless fabric of a vision,” 
generally, however, it takes refuge in the 
mists and mazes of an obstinate and dogmatic 
scepticism. 


* Homeopathy,” says Dr. B., “ like most 
other errors, is found to be an error which is 
not to be put down by authority. The very 
attempt would probably only give it currency.” 
Without pausing to question the grammar of 
one of these sentences, we may be permitted 
to ask, why the “ authority” of the “ Su- 
preme Court of this State” was introduced 
by Dr. B. as having decided (tell us when ’) 
“that Homeopathy is Quavkery?” Duty 
“ should always rise paramount to mere feel- 
ings,” and, had Dr. B. only paid more regard 
to the one and less to the other, he would not 
have made “ such a ninny” of himself, as to 
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venture to illustrate a subject of which he 
knew nothing, and therefore could not inform 
his auditory of anything more than his own 
ignorance. 

“ The younger portion of our profession 
likewisé are always desirous of knowing what 
is thought of any new theory, or new remedy, 
by those of their brethren who are their su- 
periors in age and experience, and they have 
a right to such knowledge, derived, I conceive, 
from the very benevolence of our profession,” 
This was one reason why the address was 
written, and doubtless the thoughts of the 
brethren about the “ new theory,” were sup- 
posed to be of some consequence to “ the 
younger portion of our profession.” But we 
are of opinion they care very little about what 
“Hippocrates or Galen thought,” or what 
Dr. Blatchford and his contemporaries think 
of new theories or new remedies. Facts are 
wanted, sach facts as can be understood as 
well by the juniors as by their “superiors in 
age and experience.” Thank heaven, the 
dictatorship of antiquated or modern autho- 
rity isatanend. A seuse of doubt has been 
awakened, and many of the regular brethren 
are trembling before the light of truth. Sup- 
ported by each other with the vague feeling of | 
strength given by a sense of numbers, and | 
eredulously confiding in those who occupy 
high places, the Profession fear to express 
their alarm, as well as to examine closely into 
the cause of their present union. Will the 
Profession receive a piece of advice? Make 
Homeopathy your earnest study, give it your 
serious opposition, put away your indolent 
and frivolous scepticisms, combat error (you 
call it so) with something more potent than 
the weapons of sarcasm and ridicule, meet it 
with argument and knowledge if you can ; 
shake off your perpetual and degrading bon- 
dage, and stand up boldly for the right of free 
enquiry, private judgment, and a manly per- 
sonal responsibility. 





There was a time when our fathers might 
have been satisfied with assertions without 
reasons, but that time has long since gone 
by, and we, their children, ask for reasons 
without assertions. We look in vain for 
argument or good sense throughout Doctor 
Blatchford’s eutire address, yet this gentle- 
man ventured upon the responsible ground of 
illustrating Honweopathy by a process into- 
lerably vain and foolish, a process peculiar too 





in the frequency of his misrepresentations, 
and the unwarrantable perversion of the 
language of its “‘ eminent founder.’ With 
the “ Organon” before him, from which he 
has made frequent quotations, it appears to 
have been impossible for him to avoid mis- 
takes of omission and commission, and these 
are so ingeniously executed, that to call theme 
dishonest is perfectly justifiable. 





With an appeal to the “ imagination” of 
his hearers, they are asked to draw a picture 
of this lilliputian monster (Homeopathy), 
stratting forth and demanding notice in all 
the pompous and inflated magnificence of its 
“spiritual (dynamic virtual) countervailing 
agency.” ‘True, these five words are “ Ho- 
maeopathic language,” unmeaning and absurd 
as Dr. Blatchford has used them, wholly 
separated from their connection with the 
language preceding and following them in the 
16th aphorism of the Organon. Whether 
true or untrae, it did not suit Dr. B.’s honesty 
to tell his audience that Hahnemann regarded 
disease as the result of the spiritual influence 
of a morbific agent, and, that health could 
only be restored by means of the “ spiritual 
(dynamic virtual) countervailing agency” of 
the suitable medicines acting upon the vital 
principle. (See Organon, third American 
edition, page 101.) 

That “ ignorance is bliss,” we justly charge 
upon Dr. Blatchford for not knowing that 
Homeopathy was first introduced * into this 
country” in 1825, by Dr. H. B. Gram. But 
as the doctor was happy in his ignorance, it 
pleased him to quote “a portion of an adver- 
tisement” in the Troy Budget, of May 7th, 
1842, and to tell us that its author (we should 
like to hear his name) was “ the first who in- 
troduced this death-appalling system into this 
country.” If this advertising “ doctor” was 
not a specimen of the genus “ nincompoop” 
we are no judge of humanity, or of the as- 
sumed credulity of Dr. Blatchford. 


Jumping from page 101 to page 228 of the 
Organon, we are favored with the quotation 
of the first note to the 293d aphorism, though 


nothing is said to indicate its being such. If 
this feat “so forcibly reminded” the doctor 
“‘of Burns’ celebrated poem,” it quite as for- 
cibly reminds us of his familiarity with pro- 
fessional unfairness, which is pretty sure to 
become manifest when arguments are scarce. 
We rather think the doctor was disposed to 
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give Hahnemann the “ coup-de-grace” in his 
poetical “ altered extract.” He who , battles 
against facts, however, is sure to get the 
worst of it sooner or later, and we can assure 
Dr. Blatchford of one well-known fact, that 
the French Academy adopted Animal Mag- 
netism by a decided majority, while the same 
body rejected Homeopathy unanimously. We 
mention this because the 293d aphorism treats 
of “the application of positive and negative 
mesmerism.” 

“What is Homeopathy?” asks Doctor | 
Blatchford. This question was a poser, it | 
fairly bothered him, he could not “ shape its | 
infinity into ideal materiality,” because it is | 
‘indefinitely intangible.” Shade of Hippo- | 
crates ! what is the ineaning of this Allopathic 
language? Ah! we see what it means. 
“For a year past,” (says the dector) “1 | 
have paid some little attention to it.” (to Ho- 
meopathy), “‘ and am prepared to define it: | 
The Incomprehensible Science of Infinites- | 
imal Medicality.” A definition this, truly | 
worthy the effort it must have cost Dr. B., 
and very significant of the mental proclivity 
which leads such opponents to prefer wit to 
wisdom, and to “darken counsel by words 
without knowledge.” Cowards always laugh | 
at what they dare not know, and frequently 
pay a heavy penalty for their, rash intrusion 
into a terra incognita. 





The author of the “ Organon der Heil; | 
kunst” was born at Meissen, in Saxony, in | 
the year 1755, and died in Paris in 1843. Of 
this learned and distinguished philosopher, 
worth more than all his predecessors since 
Deucalion, Dr. Blatchford speaks in terms of 
reproach and ridicule. He is charged with 
‘* ignorance, impudence, arrogance, and pre- 
sumption,” and these charges are uttered | 
against a man who studied more years than | 
his calumniator has lived, and had stored up | 
in the depths of his mind the contents of more | 
volumes than his puny assailant ever heard of. 
Was Hahnemann the man he is represented 
by Dr. Blatchford? “ He was,” suys a dis- 
tinguished Allopathic writer, ‘a very extra- 
ordinary man—one whose name will descend | 
to posterity as the exclusive excogitator and 
founder of an original system of medicine, as 
ingenious as many that preceded it, and des- 
tined, probably, to be the remote, if not the 
immediate cause, of more important fuuda- 
mental changes in the practice of the healing 








| publications? 
| Can a genuine Homeopathic practitioner use 
| that work as a guide im the practice of his 


art, than have resulted from any promulgated 
since the days of Galen himself. Hahnemann 


| was undoubtedly a man of genius and a 


scholar; a man of indefatigable industry, of 
undaunted energy.” How generous, manly, 
and honorable an oppouent is this—how in- 
comparably above the littleness of that ‘+ or- 
thedox” zeal, which seeks in defamation to 
resist the truth, which it has not the magua- 
nimity toown. Bat “truth isa guest that 
often brings those who entertain her into 
trouble.” And if the days of persecution aro 
gone by for ever, the world has engines stil! 
to assault the man that goes about to mend it. 
Korr. 


New-York, July 20, 1851. 
(To be continued ) 


DR. MARCY’S “ HOMC@OPATHIC 
THEORY AND PRACTICE.” 
Does the Cincinnati Journal of Homeo- 
pathy intend to approve Dr. Marey’s work 
entitled as above? Does that print mean to 
say that the said work inculeates the true 


| doctrine and practice of Homeopathy, and 
| that it should rank as one of our standard 


If so, we tuke leave to dissent. 


art? If so, it puzzles us to know how. 

The basis of Dr. Marcy’s practice is the 
patholuyy of the Allopathic school; and he 
undertakes virtually to do, what never can be 
accomplished, to make a theory of disease 
indicate the theory of cure; he does not, we 
know, thus state it, but such is the doctrine 
he inculeates. The stumbling block to the 
accurate-thinking Allopathists is, how the 
Homeopathic theory of eure grows out of 
the Allopathic theory of disease? [It is cre- 
ditable to them that they perceive this striking 
incovgruity, Our school has proclaimed to 
the world that the two schools hold the same 
or similar views of disease. Elomaopathists 
agree, and have so published that whatever 
theory of disease may prevail, the law of cure, 
or the Homeopathic theory of cure is not in 
the least disturbed thereby ; for the reason, it 
is not founded on any theory of disease ; its 
laws being distinct and independent. Convince 
the profession that a theory of disease cannot 
indicate a true theory of cure, and it is con- 
verted to Homeopathy. 





s 
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The theory of disease has often changed, 
and doubtless will continue to change; now, 
once admit that the Homeopathic theory of 
cure may change to correspond with the 
changes in the theory of disease, and Homa@o- 
pathy is virtually abandoned. 

A want of correct views of this subject 
leads to much spurious practical Homeopathy. 
The moment the practitioner goes beyond the 
actual phenomena in a disease, visible to his 
senses, and theorizes, and employs his specu- 
lations to aid him in the selection of a me- 
dicine, he practically rejects the law of cure. 
This law can be applied only to actual phe- 
nomena in disease; it has nothing to do what- 
ever with speculations upon that phenomena. 
Hence it is, the genuine Homeopathic prac- 
titioner must recur to the Materia Medica in 
every case, whilst the pretended or mistaken 
Homeeopathist forms a theoretical notion to 
each of the principal remedies, and prescribes 
accordingly. Such an one seldom consults 
the Materia Medica ; he relies chiefly on clin- 


ieal notes. He says, Aconite is the remedy 


for inflammation and fever; Phosphorus for 
pneumonia ; Hepar Sulphur and Spongia 


for croup ; Nuzx vomica for costiveness ; Bel- 
ladonna for scarlet fever; Mercurius for 
dysentery; Tart. Emetic for small pox, and 
soon. In this we have experience without a 
law, which is the ordinary lay practice, 
copied from Allopathists, and admitted by 
every intelligent medical man to be quackery ; 
we have also, prescribing for diseases by their 
names, not carefully examining each case in 
all its phenomena as a distinct existence. 
These two modes, closely allied, are incom- 
patible with the law of cure. Such practi- 
tioners generally use large doses of crude 
drags, and obtain revulsive effects; that is, 
disease is diverted from one part of the body 
to another. This is marked in ordinary Allo- 
pathic practice ; for example, Laudanum or 
Opium injections in dysentery in young chil- 
dren will cause mischief in the brain, inducing 
The doctor’s certi- 


’ 


convulsions and death. 
ficate reads—* Died of dropsy in the brain.’ 

Another example is, and one, too, met with 
daily: administer smal! Allopathic doses of 
crude mercury to a person predisposed to 
tubercular consumption for a disease that 
has no koown relation in character to that 
malady, and the revulsive effect is upon the 
langs, giving rise to consumption. ‘The same 








we mean by revulsive practice. If a drug be 
strictly Homeopathic, and administered in 
too large a quantity, either in a single dose or 
repeated doses, a diversion of diseased action 
from one part of the body to another will 
take place, and often, as hundreds of cases 
show, another and a more formidable disease is 
developed. These facts may be useful to the 
large dose Homeopathists. 

When we began this article we did not in- 
tend to wander so far from the single point. 
In conclusion we remark, that we do not 
deem it necessary to review the particular sec- 
tions of Dr. Marcy’s work, such a course 
might confuse the subject. We do not mean 
to say, that we disapprove of every thing in 
the book, quite the contrary; but it is put 
forward as a staudard work of our school, and 
to test it we have laid down a principle as the 
best rule, in our opinion, by which to judge 
such works. The prosperity of Hom@opathy, 
which depends upon her success in the cure 
of diseases, requires that journalists should 
honestly express their opinions of works that 
appear professing to be Homeopathic. Our 
colleges ought to be more cautious in their text 
books, for their Homeopathic character will 
be judged of by the practical works they 


recommend. 


LETTER TO PRO- 
FESSOR SIMPSON.* 


This is a very able letter. Dr. Macleod is 
one of the Fellows of the Royal College of 
Physicians of Edinburgh. As the fellowship 
is merely honorary, and is a matter of pur- 
chase, (the cost is £100,) it follows as a mat- 
ter of course that those who pay so dearly for 
this particnlar whistle put no small value on 
it. Dr. Macleod does not choose to part with 
it, and we think he is right. 

Dr. Macleod has succinect!y shown that in 
point of opportunities for study, and of a dili- 
gent use of these opportunities, of zeal for pa- 
thological and physiological investigations, 
and of a free spirit and manly independence 
in his search after truths in therapeutics—he 
is as much entitled to respect as Professor 
Simpson himself. We have only space for 


DR. MACLEOD'S 


* A letter to Professor J. ¥. Simyson, President of 
the Royal College of Physicians, &c,, &c., &c., con- 
cerning the Resulutvons recently passed by that body in 
reference to the ‘Therapeutic Practice. commonly called 
Homeupathy. By Wittiam Macteop, M D, F. R. 
© P. &, &e., &e London: H. Batllére, Regent 
Street. Edinburgh ; James Nichol, 9 North Bank Street. 
Giasgow: R. Gnifin & Co, 1851. 
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one quotation from his letter, to which we re- 
fer our readers. 

“ No man, no society at least, seems to me 
entitled to interfere authoritatively with the 
honest efforts of others to attain some object of 
public importance, unless it can be shown 
either that the same end has already been at- 
tained, or that, through some better process, 
success is athand. It ought to be held as a 
canon, that until Science has reached its ulti- 
mate Laws, it is essentially free ; so long as 
the knowledge of these Laws is in the dis- 
tance, no hand of authority ought to be laid 
on the Inquirer who is struggling to attain it. 
Now, Sir, of that Empirical System, which in 
this country we find pitted against our Rational 
Therapeutics, I mean to say little more. I 
have already ehown its extraordinary Joose- 
ness as an empirical scheme ; and I have as- 
serted that it is losing ground yearly ; I have 
called attention to the fact, that the use made 
of it in practice is so various, that, apart from 
the books in which its formule are written, no 
one cau say with certainty what itis Let 
me narrate merely ove or two circumstances 
that came under my cognizance years ago, as 
illustrations ; and then I shall ask again, what 
is really the value of the system, in virtual 
defence of which our College has felt it neces- 
sary to put on at present so hot au antagonism, 
and to send forth these denunciations, For- 
meriy—I do not know if it is so now—there 
were several fever wards in the Edinburgh 


Royal Infirmary, of which three Fellows of 
the Royal College of Physicians had the 
charge. One physician had the top ward, an- 
other the middie ward, and a third the low | 


ward. 
three young persons of nearly the same age, 


ill of typhus fever, were admitted into the hos- | 


pital. ‘The disease was of equal severity in 
each, and the stage of complaint the same in 
all. What was the treatment, think you, 


pursued in those three cases, by the three Fel- _ 


lows of the College? Of course it should 
have been the sdme, at least if the system be 
correct ; for the Physicians in question would 


choose the best. But, Sir, it was not the | 
He in the top ward bled his patient | 
with lancet and with leeches. He in the mid- | 
die ward physicked his patient with drastic | 
purgatives; and if he saw a large, comforta- | 


same. 


ble effect, he gave praise and was content,— 
He in the low ward, again, gave whiskey, 
wine, and opiates. What was the result of 
such deplorable freaks? I refer you to the 


statistic-book ; I have no doubt you will find | 
it there!—In the University formerly, two | 


Professors used to lecture, on alternate days, 
on clinical medicine. It happened once that 
each had, at the same time under his care an 
acute case of pericarditis. ‘The Professor, 
who lectured upon his case on Monday night, 
said, in substance, as follows :—‘ Gentlemen,— 
As to the treatment of this disease, it has 
been the practice to give large doses of mer- 
cury so as to bring the constitution under its 





It happened, that on the same day, | 
| best, but at all events use Mercury, and never 


| opposite teachings I cannot say. 
| ever, speak for one.—He walked down into the 


action ; and to effect this as rapidly as possi- 
ble, small quantities of opium are usually 
combined with it. This practice I, however, 
believe to be erroneous; for I have observed 
the progress of the disease unchecked, even 
during profuse salivation. The most efficient 
remedy—in fact our sheet-anchor—in this dis- 
ease is Tartar Emetic. You will have no- 
ticed the large doses I have given of this 
remedy, and yet the patient seems not to suf- 
fer from it. In fact, the constitution in this 
disease, as in some others, has a remarkable 
tolerance for Tartar Emetic.” When the lec- 
ture was finished, I left the hall, fancying I 
had learned some great truth, and knew bet- 
ter than an hour before how to save life. On 
Wednesday evening, during tie same week, 
in the same hall, and to the same students, 
the other Professor lectured. The lecture was 
devoted to the acute case of pericarditis under 
his care in the hospital. After describing the 
case, and giving a sketch of the character and 
progress of disease, he spoke in substance as 
follows :—* Gentlemen, — It is a remarkable 
thing that there should be any difference in 
regard to the mode of treatment to be pursued 
in a disease such as this. I believe it is the 
Italian and French schools which advocate so 
very strongly the employment of ‘l'artar Eme- 
tic ; but I would strongly urge you to put no 
confidence in this remedy ; for if you do so 
you will lean on a broken reed. Our sheet- 


_ anchor in this disease is Mercury; under the 


action of which you must bring the patient as 


| soon and as freely as you possibly can—even 
| bleeding is of little importance in comparison 


with the use of Mercury. ‘The two combined, 
i.e., Mereury and blood-letting, is of course 


trast to Tartar Emetic.’ What effect was 
produced on the minds of the students by such 
I can, how- 


noble quadrangle, in bitterness, and gave in- 
voluntary utterance to the words, ‘ No wonder 
that Sir James Macintosh forsook the study of 
medicine.’ ”—Hom. Times. 


STATE CONVENTION. 
The Homeopathic Physicians of the State 
of Ohio, will hold a convention in the city of 


| Columbus, on the 23d and 24th of the present 


month, for the purpose of forming a thorough 
organization. We have been told that one 
half of the entire population of Ohio have 


|embraced the Homeopathic practice; and 
| that such is the influence of the public mind 
in favor of that practice, that Allopathic Phy- 


sicians find it necessary to be somewhat 
courteous in their demeanor towards the Ho- 
meeopathists. Eventually, such will be the 
case every where in this country. 
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THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS 
AND HOMCEOPATAHY. 
From the Edinburgh Witness. 
DR. WIELOBYCKI TO THE EDITOR OF THE 
WITNESS, 
Sim,—You will not deny to me, a foreigner, 
the privilege you allow to your townsmen ; 


and therefore I must beg of you the indul- 
gence of bearing with my imperfect power of 








stating my case, reminding you that, theugh 





at present this country is at the height of its 
prosperity, no one knows but that, before 
long, you or your children may have to plead 
their cause as exiles in a foreign land, and in 
a foreign speech. 

Although altogether unused to literary war- | 
fare, | was, very young, roughly taught the | 
use of arms ; having, when only sixteen | 
years of age, taken a part with the rest of | 
my family in the last (1830-31) war of inde- | 
pendence, which terminated so disastrously | 
for my country. Forced to assume a German | 
name, I studied at Cracow, Bonn, and Berlin, 
and obtained the degree of Doctor in Philo- 
sophy at the last of these universities, intend- | 
ing to settle at Cracow ; but I was soon re- 
cognised, arrested, and imprisoned. After | 
undergoing many hardships, I escaped, and 
made my way, through dangers of all kinds, | 
to Hamburgh, where I embarked for Leith, 
and so got here twelve years ago. I was 
ignerant then of your language ; but met 
with great kindness, and attending the Uni- | 
versity here, took my degree as M.D., and | 
was for two years assistant-surgeon at the | 
now termed Royal Maternity Hospital. At | 
this time, the Homeopathic Dispensary at | 
Stockbridge, conducted by Drs. Black and | 
Russell, was in full operation, and having | 
been treated by this system, when a boy, at | 
my father’s in Poland, and having conversed | 
with many distinguished homeopathic prac- | 
titioners in Germany, I determined to attend 
it. I met with every facility and encourage- 
ment from the physicians, who have been my 
steady friends all along; and since then I 
have been unmolested in my practice. What 
I sought as an asylum has become a home ; 
and before I purchased my present house, I 
obtained letters of naturalization, so that I 
am now a British subject. My attention 
being directed to a paragraph in your paper 
of May 29, and seeing letters from Professor 
Hendersou and Dr. Russell denying the state- 
ment therein made, I think it right to make 
some few observations upon it and the doca- 
ments published in your paper of May 31. 

As I had studied at the College, I supposed 
there might be some analogy between the 
University College and the College of Phy- 
sicians ; but [ find this is an entire mistake. 
The University College, which gave me my 
diploma, is an Institution for education. The 





degrees are only given after years of study, 
and are the reward of industry. But the 


College of Physicians seems only to be a sort 
of trade-guild, such as is common in Ger- 
many. For example, the shoemaker, the 
tailor, and other mechanics, have all! certain 
guild privileges ; and no one is allowed to 
make shoes or trousers who is not a member 
of the Guild of the town. This seems the 
same with this so-called College; for it re- 
quires no examination from its candidates, but 
only the payment of £100; and everybody 
who has a degree from any British University 
is eligible. It has a monopoly of the practice 
of seme parts of the Old Town, the Potter- 
row, aud Canon-gate, etc. It is true I find it 
stated in your paper, that it is composed of 
the ‘* most educated and most accomplished 


| medical practitioners in Edinburgh ;” but as 


this statement is made by one of themselves, 
of course it has no great weight ; for, possibly, 
the writer’s idea of education and accomplish- 
ment are of a narrow guild character, not 
estimated by any European standard. It is 
certain that the preliminary education re- 
quired here is far less than what is thought 
necessary to make an educated or accom- 
plished man in Germany, where Latin is in 
ordinary use in all clinical teaching; whereas 
here a mere smattering of that language, and 
no knowledge of French or German, is often 


| met with among those who call themselves 


learned physicians, and, as such, would mo- 


_nopolize the right of practice, and repress the 


development of any new idea in medicine. It 
would be presumptuous iz me to say what 
my idea of a highly-educated and accom- 
plished physician was; but I must say, that 
if the paragraph referred to be written by 
such an one, it is very unlike the kind of com- 
position which I was taught on the Continent 
as characterizing your distinguished men of 
letters. However, with that I have nothing 
todo. What passes for talent and accom- 
plishment in one place, may not be so admit- 
ted in other places; and you cannot always 
expect to have men of European celebrity, 
such as Cullen and Gregory, presiding over 
your Colleges. But one statement in this 
article is untrue, es refers to my practice ; and 
I wish to give it a public denial. In no case 
of extreme danger have I ever called in the 
aid of any member of the College of Phy- 
sicians during the last eight years of my 
practice. I don’t know who the parties are 
who have been too often in the habit of doing 
this. Professor Henderson says it is not he. 
Dr. Russell says it is not he ; and I say itis 
not I. I think I may answer for my fellow- 
countryman Dr. Lyschinski. When in doubt, 
I have the other homeopathic physicians to 
apply to, who, besides being educated exactly 
as the fellows of the College are, have the 
advantage of a knowledge of the action of 
Homeopathy, so that there could be no reason 
for my seeking extra professional assistance. 
It would be going from the more educated to 
the less educated ; for, in some parts of Ger- 
many, where a person takes his degree of 
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physician, he is asked if he intendg to prose- 
cute Homeopathy ; and if he does he has to 
a an additional examination ; so that 

omeopathic physicians are simply ordinary 
physicians, whether members of the town 
corporation or college or not, who, to the 
usual knowledge required by examining boards, 
have acquired, either in this country or 
abroad, the knowledge of a more refined and 
difficult system of administering drugs. And 
if the reverse had not been stated in your 
paper, I should have imagined that they, 
from this reason, would be the more accom. 
plished, as they are certainly the more edu- 
cated, of the two. 

Perhaps it would prevent future difficulties, 
if the College would mention what they in- 
tend to proscribe next,—whether all who 
practice mesmerism are to be excommunicated 
by the Edinburgh Vatican. If the principle 
of ex>oiling every member who adopts a new 
metiod of practice is rigidly enforced, before 
many years are past all the members may be 
expelled, one after another, till only one is 
left to reign in solitary grandeur over the hall 
and the tea-table. Four fellows are included 
in this proscription ; but the next auto-da-fé 
may be more handsomely celebrated, if the 
mesmeric mania denounced by some of the 
members, and courageously propagated by 
the presideut and one of the professors, con- 
tinue to prevail during the dog-days. 

I must apologize for this long letter. It is 
not easy to acquire the art of concise writing ; 
but if I have made myself intelligible, and 
said nothing offensive or improper, I trust you 
will excuse the faults, and admit the contra- 
diction into the organ which gave such exten- 
sive circulation to a misrepresentation. 

I remain, sir, your obedient humble servant, 
Dionysivs WigeLosycki. 
Edinburgh, 55, Queen-street, 
22d June, 1851. 


FAMILIAR EXPLANATIONS, ETC. 
(Continued from page 58.) 


A. Now, do you suppose, that if I had any 


disease, that all Homeopathic physicians 
would treat me in the same way, and give 
me the same remedies ? 

B. The principles of Homeopathy being so 
very plain, it would be impossible for any 
well-skilled physician to deviate materially 
from his brother practitioner. ‘There is such 
a general uniformity in the practice, that 
should a different medicine be prescribed in 
some cases, it woald, upon critical examina- 
tion, be found to arise solely from the cireum- 
stance of one physician considering certain 
symptoms more importaut to treat first than 
others. There would be no gross contradic- 
tion, no discrepancy, no flagrant opposition in 
their general mode of treatment. A very 
remarkable anecdote, and much to the point, 





is related by Karl Luther, in his work “ Allo- 
pathy and Homeopathy.” It runs thus ;— 
“When, some years ago, a young Homeo- 
pathic physician, on his travels, passed the 
night at the country seat of a nobleman, the 
latter said to him, that he became sick twenty 
years ago. He consulted two famous doctors, 
who disputed about the complaint. He there- 
fore accepted neither the one nor the other, 
and still Jess would he take the medicine they 
prescribed. He then set about to travel, re- 
solved that, if he could find three physicians 
of the same opinion in respect to his disease, 
he would submit to theirtreatment. He con- 
sulted all the renowned and some unknown 
physicians ; but could never find any harmony 
in their opinions. He thus consulted 477 
physicians, from whom he obtained 313 di- 
verse opinions, He received 892 different 
prescriptions, containing altogether 2079 dif- 
ferent drugs. After some hesitation, he 
agreed with the proposal of his guest, to 
write to 33 Homeopathic physicians, in dif- 
ferent places and countries, and to send an 
exact account of his complaint to each of 
them. Twenty-two were of the same opinion, 
both respecting the disease and proposed treat- 
ment, and all the twenty-two recommended 
the same medicament. ‘The nobleman, very 
much satisfied with this result, addressed him- 
self to the nearest Hommopathic physician for 
his treatment, and was in a proportionably 
short time completely cured, 

A. Can any reason be assigned in support 
of the theory, that to cure a disease, a 
medicine must be given that is capable of 
producing symptoms similar to those which 
the disease exhibits ? 


B. Homeopathic practice is the result of 
facts and observations. Such aud such is 
done, such and such are the effects. Now 
facts do not become less facts, because un- 
supported by theory. Facts are infinitely 
superior to theory ; and it matters just nothing 
could no reason be advanced to account for 
the principle of action. Upon reflection, it 
would seem more reasonable to administer 
Homeopathic remedies, than medicines that 
have the power merely to counteract, or set 
up another and a different class of symptoms. 
Nature requires assistance, when the body is 
deranged, in order to restore the natural func- 
tions to their proper state, and secure their 
perfect operation. When the skin, whose 
office it is to throw off the moisture of the 
body, is interfered with through cold, the kid- 
neys, or the lungs, or the bowels suffer ; that 
is, these organs are cajled upon to perform the 
office that the skin is unable to perform. The 
symptoms arising from poison, taken into the 
stomach, as sickness and disordered bowels, 
are only efforts of nature to expel the injuri- 
ous matter; and which would be the most 
prudent method of proceeding, to endeavor to 
counteract or assist these salutary efforts? 
We might suppose a medicine administered 
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capable of allaying the sickness, and alleviat- 
ing the pain; but the symptoms oaly would 
be smothered, the disease or poison would re- 
main to destroy vitality; and if we are not 
quite sure, that all symptoms of disease are only 
the visible efforts of nature to restore the dis- 


turbed equilibrium, we may reasonably con- | 
clude, in the absence of all proof to the con- | 
trary, that such is the case; then we at once 
perceive the reasonableness of using Homeo- 


pathic remedies ; that is, remedies calculated 
to assist, not to counteract, the efforts that na- 
ture makes to restore the body to health. 

A. There appears something rational in 
such a theory ; but can you give any reason 
in favor of the action of small doses? 

B. To give infinitely small doses, that are 
intended to act upon organs composed of 
tissues infinitely sual] and delicate, would ap- 
pear to be only adhering to the reasonable 
method of a niechanic, who adapts the size of 
his instrument to the nature of his work. A 
watch-maker would not use a_ carpenter's 
screw-driver. Powerful, we know, such an 
instrument would be; powerful to derange 
and destroy ; but quite useless for the delicate 
work for which the screw-driver was required. 
Minerals, in the highly attenuated form of va- 
por, are most injurious; whilst a palpable 
mass of the same mineral might remain in 
the stomach without injury. The stomach is 


not the only channel through which medicine 


can enter the system. ‘The matter that pro- 
pagates pestilence, from marshes and staguant 
waters, is impalpable and invisible ; and yet at- 
tacks the human frame without first entering 


the stomach, to undergo the process of diges- | 
The more attenuated and subtile the | 


tion. 
particles of medicine become, the more capable 
must they be of being absorbed by tissues of a 
structure beyond conception fine. Air, you 
know, will pass through pores that water can- 
not enter. Only rid yourself of the prejudice 


instilled by custom, that medicine, to be effec- | 
tive, must be eaten and drunk, and you will | 
not think it unreasonable that infinitely deli- | 
cate structures should be most efficiently ope- | 


rated upon by particles infinitely small. 

A. But 1 have heard that Homeopathic 
physicians owe their success tu the severe re- 
gimen imposed on their patients. 

B. Homeopathic physicians do just as other 
physicians would do in this matter; advise 
their patients to abstain from food that is not nu- 
tritious, or easy to digest ; but the Homeopa- 
thie regimen is not, I should imagine, very se- 
vere, when it allows for breakfast,—cocoa, 
weak black tea, milk, arrow-root, and eggs; 
and for dinner,—beef ; mutton ; poultry ; fish ; 
plainly cooked game ; vegetables, well boiled ; 
plain puddings of bread, rice, sago, tapioca, 
semolina. You must surely allow that here 
is much more than sufficient to gratify the 
dull appetite of any invalid. Pork and young 
meats, and highly seasoned dishes, are prohi- 
bited, and coffee especially forbidden, as, be- 
sides being unwholesome, it possesses medici- 


nal properties, and operates as an antidote to 

several Homeopathic remedies. Now, surely, 
| you can never impose so much upon your un- 
derstanding, as to persuade yourself that dis- 
eases can be cured by merely adhering to 
such a diet or abstaining from such meats. 

A. Are there not certain principles taught 
by Homeopathy as to the cause, effect and 
cure of disease ? 

B. Dr. Leon Simon, a celebrated Homeo- 
path in Paris, advances the following three 
principles on these all important subjects :— 

Ist. That all the physiological and patholo- 
gical phenomena observed in the human 
body, are governed by a force, unknown in its 
| nature, but appreciable by its results ; a 

force, one and indivisible, although multipli- 
ed in its manifestations, called the VITAL 
FORCE. 

2d. That every disease is the result of an 
inharmonious impression made by an external 
agent on that vital force. 

3d. That every mode of treatment ought 
to have for its object, the modification of the 
force of which we are speaking, and to bring 
it back to the normal type, from which it has 
temporally strayed ; and on this single condi- 
tion it is granted us to obtain radical cures ; 
i. e., to destroy the disease in its cause and in 
its effect. 

A. But how is it that the practitioners 
under the usual system do not adopt at once 
this new system, since, according to your 
showing, it holds out so many superior advan- 
tages ; for one would suppose that they would 

| naturally enquire into its merits, and investi- 
gate the matter? 

B. I had almost wished you had not put 
such a question; for whenever I think upon 
the matter, my mind is filled with mixed emo- 
tions of thankfulness and pity. I cannot, how- 
ever, help remarking, in answer to your ques- 
| tion, that experience and history exhibit the 
melancholy fact, that naturally, the faculty 
oppose with all their might the introduction of 
any fundamental principle, whether it is likely 
to act in unison with their general praetice, or 
considerably after it. ‘Take, for instance, the 
reception of Harvey's doctrine and Jenner's 
practice ; it would really seem, that the greater 
the benefit likely to result from any new dis- 
covery the more the opposition is increased. In- 
stead of the profession becoming the benefac- 
tors of mankind, in testing the truth of any 
new doctrine, they become their greatest and 
cruellest enemies, not merely by remaining 
themselves in ignorance, but by prejudicing 
the public mind; presuming that objections, 
started by a collective body will carry such 
weight and authority as to thrust on one side 
individual reason and private judgment. 

A. Well, after all your statements, which I 
must confess upon the whole appear reasona- 
ble, I think I should in case of severe illness, 
submit to the usual medical treatment. 

B. Indeed! well, such a decision does not 
much surprise me; for it requires more pow- 
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erful argument than human reason cau pro- 
poe enc ten the un- 

ere are, you w to this 
day, multtedes who would submit to innocu- 
lation for the small-pox ; in proof of which, 
the legislature has been compelled to interfere, 
by imposing a penalty on any one who should 
thus attempt to propagate such a foul and 
loathsome disease ; and you, fascinated with 
the old plan of “ two table-spoonfuls every 
three hours, and a pill night and morning,” 
would consent, that your stemach should be 
converted inte a repository for drugs; but 
should you unfortunately become the subject 
of severe disease, and fail to obtain from your 
favorite system the anticipated relief, you may 
perhaps cail to mind our preseut conversation, 
and be induced to add, in your own person, 
one more to the many thousands, who having 
been pronoauced incurable by their medical ad- 
visers, have, in very despair, sought succor by 
Homeopathy, and who having been, through 
its means, restored to health aud the enjoy- 
ment of life, with gratitude and joy, cease not 
to honor the name of the great founder of 
Homeopathy SAMUEL HAHNEMANN. 


CLINICAL OBSERVATIONS WITH 
GLONOINE. 


BY J. R. COXE, JR., M. D., OF PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

Case 1—Mrs, M. J. C., aged 35.—Bilious 
sanguine temperament; has had four chil- 
dren and four miscarriages. Was attacked at 
the age of 15 with Congestio2zd caput, for 
which she was treated Allopathically by four 
of the most distinguished M. D.’s in Phila- 
delphia, for five years, aud became, under their 


treatment, much worse. Bleeding, leeching, | 
cupping, blisters to head, abdomen, back, | 


wrists, and ancles. 


eury, Senna, Manna, and other Cathartics.— | 


Bathing, het and cold shower baths, riding, 
&e. 
four years save rice, turnips, tea, toast, and 
cold water. After five years’ suffering, was 
placed under the care of a Homeopath, who, 
in less than eight mouths, almost effected a 
radical cure. That is, she had no attacks for 
several years. In 1840, began to have slight 
attacks—(had none since 1836)—which readi- 
ly yielded te Acon. 9th and Bell. 12th. In 
1847 had two slight attacks. In 1848 two 
very violent attacks. In 1849 had, prior to 
June, 3 violent attacks, all of which yielded 
to Acon. and Bell. On Jone 26th, 1849, was 
seized with the most violent attack she had 
ever experienced. Face was nearly purple. 
Heat of Sinciput and Vertex, exceedingly 


great. (I regret I did not ascertain the exact 
temperature by the thermometer.) Eyes 
blood-shot and protruding, most excruciating 
headache. Brain feels twice as heavy as 
usual, and as if much too large for the skull. 
Perfect mania, knew no one; repulsed her 
husband and children; screamed violently ; 
wished to run out of the house ; heat of body 
and extremities, but a trifle greater than na- 
tural. Gave at 10h. 14m., A. M., two pellets 
Glonoine, 3d Potence. The Temporal and 
Carotid Arteries at the time beating visibly, 
with great vehemence. Pulse 92, and wiry. 
Natural pulse 74, At 10h. 19m. very violent 
exacerbation of all the symptoms. Said her 
eyes were falling out ; screamed wildly ; put 
her hands on her head, and desired her atten- 
dants to draw cords around it ; jamped out of 
bed, and before she could be caught made a 
step or two and fell, saying her knees had 
given way ; was replaced in bed without in- 
jory, and at 10h. 24m. was perfectly well ; face 
and head cool ; eyes, (though still blood-shot,) 
not at all painful. Natural faculties in every 
respect normal ; complained ouly of inability 
to stand from weakness of knee-joints. (This 
symptom lasted for one hour and fifteen 
minutes.) Had no attack, not even a head- 
ache, till November 16th, a very slight one, 
yielded in 5m. to one Pellet of Glonoine, 3d Pot. 
No aggravation, Palse 92 and wiry. 


Case 2—Deborah Gray, colored cook, 40 





Salts, Rhubarb, Mer- | 


Very strict diet—nothing allowed for | 


years, widow, one child, 15 years of age.— 
| Subject to violent headaches and congestion 
| to brain; eyes very painful and much blood- 
| shot, always had to go to bed, and generally 
| took a cathartic; never relieved in less than 
' twenty-four hours. Had these attacks about 
| every twelve or fifteen days, for many years. | 
| saw her at 4, P. M., July 21st, 1849. Found 
| her lying on a bench in the kitchen, holding 
| her head with both hands ; face and head very 
hot; eyes much inflamed ; great giddiness ; so 
much as to prevent her rising ; bowels natu- 
rally moved in the forenoon ; urine very high 
colored, and deposited a reddish sediment, to- 
gether with a portion of mucus of a dirty, red- 
dish, yellow tint. The headache and vertigo 
had commenced at 1, P. M., as usual, and had 
gone on increasing till it was unbearable. She 
moaned much, and complained that her brain 
was forcing itself out in front; that it was too 
large, and had grown. I gave one Pellet Glo., 





3d Pot. In 6 minutes evident aggravation, in 10 
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minutes well. Had noattack for fourteen weeks. | drank large quantities of cold water; bathed 
On 6th November, had a slight attack. | dis- | his feet several times in hot salt and water; 
solved 2 Pellets Glo., 6th Pot., in 4 oz. water. had eaten nothing in twenty-four hours. I 
A teaspoonful at once, and directions to take found him complaining of violent headache, 
another, if not better, in half an hour. She | face much flushed and very hot, whole head 
informed me, next day, she was relieved in 15 | extremely hot, eyes much inflamed, and with 
minutes, and took no more. | rather a wild expression, a trembling of the 
Case 3.—S. A. C., girl of § years. Bilious | knees and lower extremities. Also, a slight 
nervous temperament, high-tempered. Has | quiver oceasionally in his wrists and hands, only 
been very healthy since birth, though she has | now and then perceptible. He said,on my en- 
occasional attacks of }ipistaxis ; perhaps three | tering, “ Do, for Heaven's sake, relieve my 
or four times per annum. Fiorid discharge, | headache, that is all I ask.” Pulse only 86, 
pain in the head, and slight vertigo ; occasion- | but full and tense. I gave Glo., 2 Pellets, 9th 
ally feels a fulness in the head, but it does not | Pot. In 9 minutesa trifling exacerbation, scarcely 
prevent her from playing, and she thinks little _ perceptible ; in 26 minutes well. He complained 
of it. Has had once or twice within the last | all next day of a weakness in his knees and 
year, slight palpitation of heart. When I saw | wrists, and said he felt the medicine going into 
her, (October 7th,) she had violent headache, | every portion of his brain, and that it seemed te 
face considerably flushed, eyes inflamed, pulse | jump from one partto another That he felt it 
104, full and tense. Gave one Pellet Glo. 9th, | sting him almost immediately in the right tem- 
no effect. In an hour saw her again : symp- | ple, and afterwards in the vertex. He insisted he 
toms the same. Gave Ac. and Bell. Weil in | could feel the effects of the medicine in one 
G6 hours. Three weeks after had a similar at- | minute, and never ceased feeling it til] he was 
tack, except pulse beating only 92,and not full, | well. 
Gave Glo., 2 Pellets, 12th Pot. Exacerbation | I have derived considerable benefit from Gio. 
in 7 minutes, well in 13 minutes. |in eases of nervous deafness, I think ; but 1 
Case 4.—L. S., boy of 12 years. Bilious nerv- am still trying experiments with it, and hope 
ous temperament. Slightly lymphatic. Never | 800M to be able to form a definite opinion. In 
been sick, except very severe attacks of Croup, | slight paralysis of the auditory nerve, I have 
and one very severe attack of Encephalitis in | derived also some benefit from its exhibition. 
his 4th year. Had been, November 2d, play- 
ing violently with his companions for some | 


hours, wrestling, jumping, &c. Had come | DOUBTFUL POLICY. 


home much over-heated, and in a copious per- | The Cincinnati Journal of Homeopathy for 
spiration. Was seized two hours after with |July, 1851, contains a “fulsome puff” of a 
violent headache, (never had had one previ- | Physician of this city, purporting to be copied 
ously,) flushed face, hot head, pelse 106, fall | from the International Magazine. We can 
me strong. poor a and ers ca ‘hardly believe the editors of the Cincinnati 
ng very violently; eyes miamed and | Journal so “ green” as not to know that 
slightly protruding ; could not sit Ups kept his | such articles in newspapers and magazines are 
hands constantly pressed upon his smecipat ; | always paid for either in cash or its equivalent. 
= — rapa as rs EN se his | Almost daily in this city, the likeness of some 
yes, a8 Mf something was pulling them irom | one—generally an obscure person—who 
within, outward. Gave Glo., 1 Pellet, 12th wishes to place himself and his business before 
Pot. In 8 minutes very slight exacerbation ; | the publie, appears in some of our periodicals, 
in 17, quite well. with a brief misrepresented biography, which 
Case 5.—B. M. 8., aged 32, large full form- | is the case of the one our colleagues have 
ed man. Bilious sanguine temperament.— | published. This mode of advertising, hereto- 
Healthy since his 20th year; never had a | fore has been confined to politicians seeking 
paseere eas 1838 ; has not taken a | office; to rum-sellers beginning business; and 
ose of medicine for five or six years. Had | to managers of “ negro minstrels.” 
caught a violent cold two days previously, | We exceedingly regret that the above jour- 
(November 12,) by over-heating himself and | nal finds it necessary to seek aid from such 
standing in a draft of air with his coat off; had | advertisements, We hope in this we are mis- 
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taken ; but it seems to us, that it is due to the 
Homeopathic school that the matter should 
be satisfactorily explained. There seems to 
be, so it strikes our mind, a systematic ar- 
rangement with some of our journals and cer- 
tain Physicians, to carry out that old political 
policy rule, * you tickle me, and I'll tickle 
you.” ‘The Homeopathist, published at Buf- 
falo, N. Y., is in a strong current which sets 
in # questionable direction, and if it does not 
use the oars of truth, and not those weak 
ones—flattery, may float that print into the 
still quiet lake of “ you tickle me and I'll 
tickle you.” Is it not best to wait until a 


man is dead, and safe in heaven, before his | 


life is published ? 


LOUISVILLE COLLEGE OF HOM(@0- 
PATHIC MEDICINE. 

We have received a copy of the Charter of 
the above-named College ; we are not advised 
when the trustees intend their institution to 
go into operation. The following gentlemen 
compose the Board of Trustees named in the 
charter :—John H. Harney, Edward Caspari, 


Levi Tyler, Wm. 8S. Pilcher, D. H. Monsar- | 


rat, James Muir, J. Gilman, Andrew McKin- 
ley, Henry Tyler, and John M. Delph. 

The College has all the usual powers of 
such Institutions,—appoint professors, confer 
degrees, &c. We wish it success. 


Ypsilanti, Mich., May 2d, 1851. 
Dr. Kirsy—Dear Sir,—Enclosed I send 
you one dollar as subscription for the coming 
number of your truly valuable Journal. I think 
it one of the best auxiliaries of our cause in 
the field, and ought to receive support from the 


At present the number in Michigan does 
not exceed 12 or 15; yet there is hardly a vil- 
| lage of any importance, so ignorant of our 
practice as to discourage a Homeopathic Phy- 
sician from settling. 

For the last two years, I have devoted much 
| time to medical study, and practicing occasion- 
‘ally. The past winter I have attended Lec- 
| tures at the Medical Department of the Uni- 
| versity of Michigan, located at Ann Arbor.— 
| This has been the first session of this department, 
| as, perhaps, you are aware. 

About ninety students matriculated, most of 





| whom were in regular attendance ; one other 
| beside myself Homeopathic, and several favor- 
| ably inclined. Our commencement came off 
|the 16th of April. The graduating class 
| numbered six. The address delivered by Dr. 
| Pitchen, of Detroit, convinced many that “fools 
| were not all dead yet.” 
| After dwelling on the 3000 years’ experience 
|in Allopathy, he besought the class to beware 
of innovations. He said, the most to be shun- 
| ned was Homeopathy, which was fast dying 
| out, and would be remembered in fifty years 
| only as a name, and perhaps sooner. It might 
be that he should yet linger this side the grave 
to see its last vestige swept into oblivion. 
Then in a grave, desponding mood, he com- 
plained that there was a class in the commu- 
nity, of whom they expected better things, 
| who had generally led off after innovations. — 
He referred to the clergy. Why it was, he 
could not tell, unless it was because they were 
so used to contemplating things spiritual, and 
| by faith, that it was impossible for them to see 
| “only as through a glass dimly.”’ 


Perhaps it was because the services of Phy- 
| sicians had been gratuitous to the clergy, at any 
| rate. He recommended that something be 


profession and friends of the cause generally. | done to make them feel the obligation they 
The old adage, that in union there is strength, | were under to them. The Professor earnestly 
is a good one; and in no way can our union | recommended the study of the ancient authors, 
be so perfectly accomplished as by staunch pe- | as far back as 1,500 years, as a safe-guard 
riodicals, well conducted and well supported. | against innovation. Spoke in high terms of the 
It is little over five years since Homeopathy | practice of that day, which of course, does not 
was first introduced here. Of course it was intimate much advancement of recent origin, 
met by all the opposition which ignorance and | and indicates the unsettled state of their 
knavery could invent; yet it has advanced | system. 
steadily, and that too, without being fairly re-| Our Professors, with one exception, ar 
presented by fully qualified Physicians, during | young men, full of ardor, and determined to 
part of that time. Here is the greatest trou- | maintain the standard of “ Old Physic’’ in this, 
ble. We need more well-educated Physicians | a public Institution, where all classes have their 
at the West. rights, and ought to have them respected. 
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During the past winter, the friends of Ho- 
meopathy sent numerous petitions to our Le- 
gislature, praying for the repeal of laws grant- 
ing exclusive privileges to the old school, to the 
exclusion of all others; and also praying for 
the appointment of a Professorship on Home- 
opathy. 

The law was repealed, but the latter failed. 

Hereafter, by a regulation of our new con- 
stitution, which goes into operation on and after 
June next, the subject must come before the 
board of regents, when we shall still press our 


rights. Ilow we shall sueeced, remains to be 
determined. You will perceive that here is a 


great field for labor, and much to labor for. 
The position occupied or aimed at by the old 

They teach that 

every thing without the wall of Allopathy is 


school here, is eclecticism. 


quackery ; that their system consists of sciec- 
tions from all systems, choosing the good and 
rejecting the bad. 

In this way they fondly hope by the aid of 
the most inconceivable falsehood and art, to as- 
sume all merit to themselves, rob discovery 
of its laurels, and roll on with their 3,000 year 
old deformity, erushing all obstacles in their 
pathway. 

But we hope for a better day, and past suc- 
cess warrants us in pressing forward, “ we are 
not as other men.” 
ple; our system is not built on the superstition 


We have a key, a princi- 


of past ages, leaving us to drift about upon the 
ocean of uncertainty hither and thither, having 
And long after the 
croakers of the present day shall have passed 


no certain resting place. 


from the Alps of their own imagining, shall 
the name of Hahnemann be remembered and 
revered by the virtuous and good. 


F. WOODRUFF. 





Retrisution.—Divine retribution always 
belongs to eternity, and is distant ; human re- 
tribution is uncertain, depending upon disco- 
very, and other fortuitous circumstances ; but 
moral retribution is as sure as life, as sure 
as death, as sure as the sin out of whose 
bosom it springs—as natural as the pain that 
follows the contact of fire. Human and le. 
gal retribution we may elude by concealment 
or flight ; divine retribution we may avert by 
a timely repentance ; but moral retribution we 
must suffer—and that, not by the arbitrary 
sentence of a despot, but by the natural ac- 
tion of an equitable law, old as eternity—im- 
mutable as God.— Family Friend. 


(For the American Journal of Homm@opatiy.) 





Louisville, Ky., August 4th, 1851. 


Dr. Kinsy—Dear Sixr,—There seems to be 
| much smoke arising out of a letter from T. 





| J. Griffiths, M. D., of this city, published in 
; your June number. It has all arisen from a 
| spirit of enviousness, and should never have 
been magnified into a single sentence in your 
Journal. The publie have no interest in it 
at all. I held a professorship in the same 
school with Professors Gilman and Jordan, and 
am acquainted with all the facts. Have been 
an indifferent spectator, and feel that justice 
to all parties and to your readers requires a 
true statement of the ease. Had Dr. Grif- 
fiths stated in his letter that there had been 
a total failure to teach and satisfy Homeo- 
pathic students in the “ Eclectic Medical In- 
stitute of Louisville,” he would have covered 
| the whole ground, and his letter would have 
| been true in every particular, I say in every 
| particular, as the following facts abundantly 
| verify. We matriculated for the fall course, 
| I think in all twenty students, mostly Hom@o- 
| pathists ; but before the course was half closed, 
the Homeopathists (for reasons that to them- 
selves were satisfactory, but which I forbear 
to mention now,) had al] to a man abandon- 
ed the school, although some had paid or se- 
cured to be paid for two full courses and some 
one course of Lectures in advance. Some 
went to other schools and some to other sources 
of instruction, and the Eclectics were left to 
finish (and I am sorry to say it,) their course 
with four students only. No attempt was 
made to teach Homeapathy, but to teach Ho- 
mopathic students in an Eclectic School.— 
There then is the whole gist of the matter. 
It originated a charter for a Homeopathic Col- 
lege, a jealousy, and a personal quarrel, of 
which both parties ought to be ashamed.— 
Professor Gilman has had no difficulty with 
any person pretending to practice medicine in 
this city, except Mr. Campbell and Professor 
Jordan ; and a personal attack upon him was 
entirely gratuitous, and as things stand here, 
in very bad taste. 

I hope this explanation will be satisfactory, 
but if it is not, I can say more on the sub- 
ject, at any time. 

W. W. WATTERS, M. D., 

Formerly Professor of Legal Medicine, Toxi- 
cology, and Natural History, in the Eelectiec 
Medical Institution of Louisville, Ky. 








We give place to the above letter hoping 
the parties interested may conclude to “ bury 
the hatchet,” at least so far as the columns 
of this Journal are concerned. It was not 
our intention to be mixed up with the mat- 
ter; and what we said in our last number, 
under the head of “ An Expianarion,’’ was 
intended as a sort of a severe, good-natured 
reproof to the parties, which, perhaps, it 








THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF HOMCLOPATHY. 








was not our province to administer ; but it 
is done, and no one seriously wounded. And 
now, if our Louisville friends will have the 
kindness to let us off, they will oblige us, and 
not unlikely, our readers also. 


We have received from Dr. Richardson,— 
too late for this number,—the proceedings of 
the Western N. Y. Homeopathic Society. 


The Barrisa Journat or Homaorarny for 
July, 1851, (English edition,) is upon our table. 
An interesting number. 


The Nortu American Homcopraruic Jour- 
wal for August, 1851,is received. We have 
not had time to examine it Also, The Crv- 
CINNATI JOURNAL OF Homaoparny for August. 


NEW PROPOSITION. 

As we desire to extend the circulation of 
this Journal as far as possible, we have con- 
cluded to make the following proposition to 
physicians and the friends of Homeopathy, 
which we hope will be responded to without 
delay, viz.:—We will send eight copies to 
one Post office for five dollars ($5); twenty 
copies for ten dollars ($10) ; fifty copies for 
twenty dollars ($20), cash in advance. 


J. F. Desitver, 112 Main Street, Cincin- 
nati, is an agent for this Journal. 


Subscribers in Philadelphia, Pa., may re- 
ceive this Journal regularly through Rape- 


macHeR & Sueex, 239 Arch Street. 











RADEMACHER & SHEEE, 


Respectfully inform the Homeopathic Physicians 
and the Public in general, that they keep constantly 
on hand at their Hommopathic Pharmacy, 239 Arch- 
street, Philadelphia, a large assortment of Hommo- 

thic Medicines in Mother-tinctures, Triturations, 

ilutions and Medicated Globules, which they sell 
either by the single vial or in cases containing !2, 
27, 40, 60, 70, 96, 104, 150, 200, 250 to 500 vials. Also, 
Pocket Cases, in different forms, for physicians, con- 
taining 53, 84, 102 and 136 medicines, either in Mo- 
ther-tinctures and Triturations, Dilutions, or Medi- 
cated Globules. They have just issued the Fifth edi- 
tion of Dr. C. HERING'S DOMESTIC PHYSICIAN, 
revised, with additions from the Author’s manu- 
scripts of the seventh German edition. Containing 
also a tabular index of the medicines and the diseases 
in which they are used. Price $2. Family Medicine- 
chests, made up expressly for Dr. Hering’s book, at 
6, 7 and 8 doilars, constantly on hand. Just received 
from Paris: Medecine Hi i ique, par 
le Docteur C. Hering. Traduit de l’Allemand sur la 
derniére édition publiée par le Docteur Léon Mar. 
chant. Deuxiéme édition. Bound, $2. Also on hand, 
all English, German and French publications on Ho- 
movo y- 





DOMESTIC HOMCGOPATHY. _ 


Just published: Dra. C. Hertne's Domestic Pry. 
Stcran, revised, with additions, from the author's 
manuscript of the Seventh German edition. Con. 
taining, a Tabular !ndex of the medicines, and 
the diseases in which they areused. Fifth American 
Edition, 515 pp. 8vo. Price $2. Published by 
RapemacHer & Suerk, and for sale b 

Wm. Radde, 322 Broadway, New-York. 

Otis Clapp, 23 School-st., Boston. 

N. C. Peabody, 13 West-st., Boston. 

J. G. Wessetheft, 64 North 4th-st., St. Louis. 

J. G. Backefen, Pittsburgh. 

J. F. Desilver, Cincinnati. 

H. Hupfeid, 274 Market-st., Baltimore. 

W. H. Fox, Natchez. 

E The subscribers can also furnish Dr. C. He. 
ring’s Domestic Physician at the same price in the 
French, (2d edition.) Spanish and German, (6th edi- 
tion,) languages. Dr. —— Domestic Physician, 
in either uage, with a —y Medicine-Chest, 
containing all the medicines the book calls for, (96 
remedies,) price 10,00. 

RADEMACHER & SHEER, 
jyl 3m 239 Arch-st., Philade)phia. 


J. F. DESILVER, 
112 Main-st., Cincinnati, Ohio, 


Is the Agent for the West, of the Homaeopathie Phar- 
macy at Leipsic. Physicians and others can always 
be supplied at this establishment with pure medicines 
adapted to the Hommopathic system of treatment ; 
medicine chests suited te Dr. Hering’s Domestic Physi- 
cian ; refined sugar of milk, &c. Also Agent for the 
American Journal of Homeopathy, edited by Dr. 
Kinsy, New-York; a monthly publication at One 
Deliar a year—and adapted to Iny renders. 


Homeopathic Medical College 


o 
PENNSYLVANIA, 
Located in Filbert Street, above Eleventh, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


The Lectures of the regular course will commence 
annually on the first Monday of October, and con- 
tinue until the first of March ensuing. 

Preliminary Lectures will be delivered in the College 
from the first Monday of October until the commence- 
ment of the regular course. 

Amouut of fees for a full course of Lectures, . $100 00 
Stadents who have attended two ful! eourses 

in other schools, . . . .. + a. ule 

Matriculation fee, paid only once . . 
Practical Anatomy, ......6-s 
Graduation fee, . .... 
The Commencement will ta 
FACULTY. 


Wavrer Wittiamson, M.D., Professor of Materia 
Medica and Therapeutics. 

Witu1ram 8. HeLmots, M. D., Professor of Homee- 
pathic Institutes, and the. Practice of Medicine. 

Samvet Freepcey, M.D., Professor of Botany and 
Medical Jurisprudence. 

Cuantes Neiwnarp, M.D., Professor of Clinical 
Medicine. 

J. G. Loomis, M. D., Professor of Obstetrics and 
the Diseases of Women and Children. 

Atvan E. Smaut, M.D., Professor of Physiology 
and Pathology. 

Marruew Sempre, M.D., Professor of Chemistry 
and Toxicology. 

Francis Sums, M.D., Professor of Surgery. 

Witiiam A. Garpiner, M.D., Professor of Ant 








omy. 
J. B. Pernersriver, M.D., Demonstrator of Anc- 


tomy. 
Ww. Wittiamson, M.D., Dean, 80 North Eleventh 
Street, Philadelphia. 





